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( 2009 m 5 ) 

'W. 6-4/2009-^ 17h^,—^ 

39 '^ — 

(^) »TR#JT 'Snf^TOin ^ tIKr 2 ^ ■3^-«fKT (1) ^ ^ ^ 11 

(\)-%^ ('ET) ^ afcrtcT-m^FR^‘■f^ ^^Tif 

(m) ^ srarwT, "m in, isf^ 4 "4 *9 2004 ^ wtt44(3t) 

4t 45(37) -5^ ychiPvid ^ «it, 

^TRcfk I’l'H-dK 37fi}fm, 1997 (1997^24) ^ «7R1 11 

^ (1) (^) (iv), (vii) 3lh (viii) ^ 36 OT "51^ 5?ifdd«^T 

y^Vi ■^>7^ ^Kol^l 3 TcT:^<i 1'311 (9(i5=hif^M 

Tf^R^ WrRT, 2004 (2004 ^ 15) 3;^ ■?f?ft«FT TlTT^pRT rdHPcdRsId PdPdilH Wm f, 

378lf^:— 

1. (]) PdPd^HT^ 3;fcf:n^l'5H wm (9ii4d)ifwJi ci^ii imi) ^ (Pdwi (^«it^ tR) PiPh^m, 

2009 'JiUJ^ii I 

(2 ) <l'3lH:i "4* ychRM ^ dlO^a I 

2. 3f^:^f#5R WCR ('^n^^lfen TT«7T '^^) ^ <P>I^ PtPH^H, 2004 (f^ 

PdPHAIM ■!) ^ PdPdilH 2 ^',— 

(^) “ix'' ^ n^iPbd ^ PdHpdP^d 7^ 3;Td:WfM fell :— 


1024 GI/2009 


( 1 ) 
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(ix- ^,) ^ 3TM?r t cf^ ^ ^ 

,^ ^ ^ ^ Pra^ ?Ilf*f^ t ^ 

-' <mr ^ itthp, t ^ :iTrEZR ^ ^TT 3i?fRaT ^ wr ^ ^ 

^ ^ t, 3IR gM JIr£!5T?T: SrargT 3ra?!J«Rr: ^ ^ JIRT 55^ 

^ t, ^ t, ^ 3fRfe^ 

■ ^ 57^ 3M^?, t;g ^ ^ ^ 3tR^, CI8JT 

Ml cl cj? 1 el cdllqvilHf tiMI ^c 4 | cj^ ^cTf ^T^TcTT"- 

^) "xi" if +l''feMil^a ^ if, "t^ xj;^ 5^ ^ sffqter' g5i aim" ^ 

^ ^ ^ afmte?" 3TSRT ''xrw3n fa^>H afrq^ g^r air^ra" ^ 

^IT^-enTMrr T^ ^31T^; 


(^) "XIU" ^ if ^fmffecT ^ ^ 3fcT:7«TTfiR f^ ^IW 

araTKT:- ^ 


'•(xiii-cfxj -fg^ ulcWid ^ sTSTcrr ^ arftjR t 

a^raratto ^ Hcrraraff cfj anr^ tr xr xrtR xp^ kf 

^ c|^| 4^H'I ^ f^ cR^ i," I 


3. ^ f^f^ 5 ^- 

(^) ^ (^) ^ ( 3 ) C^ XK, f^^foiR^cl ^rf^-erif^ f^TiiT v?n F ->ll 

3iaTl?f;- ^ ' 

cnfe f^fgri-. ^ 3ic RTl'<4'lu1H cf^T^ c^ 

^ ^ 3lt ^ 3T^ X3^ xj^ ^ ^Kpfr^ ^ ^ 

3T?4m mir^ 4fr ^nl^ x?ft, ^ ^ ci^ ^ sot f^ ^ 

^ ^ 3Tcrf^ C^ wr 

^ ^ GT^mr ftft^ e c^ ^ ft^mr ^ 

^ ^^m-^fFRT TR ftft^ 


^ f^ irrftcRXTj^ -^y^RIR ftft-qm? inft-cfRR 1997 (l997 W 24) 

^ ^ 3mt?T ^ yft q^4TT ^ ft^, 4t w^, ItRfr 

^ 3TcRRRt^ ^IRR c^ ftcRXjy TjW eT2TT ^Rf R cb Tnf t^>^U| ^ 

W ft^ ^ writ ^ ^ftw t ^errftft^ M ^ ftcRxir 

4. 'M'^TPT f^Pl'4+t ^ ftft^ 5-^ t- 

(^) “;5Pi^-5-^ C^taFET) atmfer- Fisff aft? cpfee^ ^ ^ 

(;|faF^) affqfef, xTEranf^ amfe^ cmr ati^ifiajf ^ xrrt" Fng 

3nv ^Wcb nftwrftci 
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(^) (^) “^nft c^ t(Y^ "-^ 

<sii4^crc:--g-#T sffqfe?, ^ 3TT^tfr^ ^ ^ ^TfWnPr^T 


(^) (^) (2) 3fk (3) c^ tR, l ^f^f^ci ;ffeReTTft?r 

3rqffr:- 

"(^) ^ ^ ^ wsm^ afk ^ 

3KR1T3lt ^ WT 3T?R>H'^)vjiH cfRRf c^ ^ ^cmrnft- 

(i) 3rae[cf^ c^ *iHe) a^RR^Rt^ cjRRf ^ ^^^TT5R ^ #fr c^ 


(ii) ^3TT^€1 xRT y^lcic^)’ 3fk 3TT^^r^ ^ c^ ^ ^FRT^ ^ 

?^?^TTaR f^ ^frfT c^ ^kR ^ 5 ^, 2009 ^ 31^ ^ ^ ^ WR" ^ 

^l 

(3) ^ ^3RRfRk^ cTRI^ cT>t RmW^I 3RT R^'<ti)vyjH cJRTsff c^ 

c^ X^W^ ^ 31^ f^ c^ GTSTcTT Tj^ cf5t ^[Rnfr f^Tfkr ^3^ kR tht ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ c^ 3ot cf^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 30^ cj^ ^ ^Rr 

?T^ ^ ^ 3tstc[t ^'fiiR) RkkRf 6^ c^ R^kr iR'gch ^ Rf^ERt c^ arg^ ^ R ) cb>jui 

^ Rff^ 


^ ^ R> Tr#cRRT, wd^Y RRknw uiRtcrt^t ^rRrf^, 1997 (1997 w 24) 

^ tTRT 12 c^ 3RRf^ f^Tc|^ ^ ^rfcT ^J^aTT 7?^ f^. Rr^ ^ 

^^rRcr-^-^ ff^idc^, xR3TTfdkRr 5Riidch 3RmT 3nf41d14) ^ TRTcrr ^ 
3RRRki^ cfRR c^ TR^ ^snRerRr, 

^3TT#dk^ ^9RT 3TT#^ftdtdt TR7R IRRRFRuT ^ ^ f^ vuf)' cf^ kncfid C^ 

'tiilqui ^ iraiiPiRtc ^ ^ ^ iR^cT cfR^r 1" I 


^ ^ RRf^ntr c^ RRrft e ^ ^'S (cp) ^r, tr^itct, 

RFTferfercT ^ 3 RT:^RRR|cT wRr, srerfcT :- 


"cRTT ^ dt 3RTkfe ^- 


0^^ 3TRRT ^ ^ ^RRT-^ "fe gjRRTR (^l^43|RtiJ| eRTT 3RR^fk?tORf 

fcfRRR, 2004 (2004 ^ 13) ^ RRRR 4^ ^ ^—fclRRR 4^.4 ^ ^ IRR ^ ^ 

J^llPld SRR^fRTk^RT ^ WT ^ cJR RpEfT Rm t; 
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3T24cfT 3TcR^T#3R cf^ ^ ^ TTlI^m^T^ 

Orf^rt^T^TT, 1997 (l997 ^ 24) ^ 3TcHf?T ffl(t)cf7yu[ ^ 

3Tr^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ fciPiiiH, 3T^ cf^ 

^ cFr^ f" | 

6 . y?TPT ftf^fTPTt ^ RPt^R 6 ^ ■g-^ 3TF7^^" c^ X^^FF 

"yrfe ^iqWc-g-^ oiiM^o:, ar^ an^iTicDcSl ^ tkktt" ^ 

^rtriwftcT Fmr^l 

7. Pr^TFf fcrf^TFTt ^ fcrf^m 7 Plnf^fed 3Tcr;T=eTTft7T f^TlTT FTF^TT, aTarirT:- 

^ f^ ^ f^f^FFT c^ ^ ^ amFEWraFr ^ffr eiFi 

#^-- 

(i) ^r ^ zF?r fMfJj! ^ cTTft^ ^ #T ^ ^ arcrPr wft ^ 
t, arsT^ 

(ii) l^dcf) ^ ^ 3Icrf^ ^ t, 

Fft 'jft gTK ^ ^ 1“ TT^f. Vim Hdl^+K 

[f^^rm m/4/l 42/2008-aFTT. ] 


"feTiTUft 1 :— 3F4FT jcTpFH arf^n?^rFTT ^0 5-29/2004-^>H f^FFF^ 31 
2004 'Snj ;TcI7T%ff gt;: ^ GSTT ^ art^Pg^FT ^0 6-6/2005-fPT^:#^ 

Rdicp 4 FF5, 2005, ^0 6-20/2005-#T^#CFT 02 2005 3^ 

TiO 6-1 / 2006-^1 10 W^, 2006 ^ | 

2 :—c?TR5TFW ^Tm ai^:^fFftFFT cf^R (fll^cpiR^'Ji c^ ^FTg) cPT 

^I^TE^ Wft^) fcfpFPT, 2009 ^ ajk WRf ^ cfPt cFRm 11 


[MFriII—■^3^4] 
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3RP«r 

•<iq|i;sqic*t» WPT 


1. f^PRJTW 1997 ^ EfRT 11 ^ 

^-5jm (l) (vii) 3ik (viii) ^ 3?^^ ■tfRcffTT 

fcff^rarw yil^ich>'^u| ^ ^ arg^sR cfr^r ?Tm 

Tfnr^TciT arcfmarf ^ sren^r ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f?(J# ^ ^|cTt WTT CISIT ^ 3P^I at^TaTTaff c[>I 

arjqrcFT ai^rfecT I, fctPi<i<i)' if ^aq^ffer ^ ^ i 

2 . ^ k^e4>iH'T ^ aRpfcT M'HKchl' ST7I ^ wcTiait ^ frm 

afcR^iW^ ^ ^if^d cf>7% CTSTT c^ 31 

2004 ^ ^ ^1 ^ f^Prqrff ^1^ *rR?fr!i ^^WETR f^P | E|Hcl) 

!JTl?raRR (^?JE?ett c[ft TJcf#fT) tcrf^Rm, 2005 # atgWT ERT^ feP? ^ 04 Tfrtf, 

2005 # ^raY&ff f%EfT W I ^ 02 ft'HM'i, 2005 Ef^ gW: fmtfSicT 

W ETTfl) H|[Sl=h'^u| RPliJH ^ ^5^ i> -^ajH er, -q^ ^fRR 5#)ETr ^ 

EHETR % aiT^)^ EfSt ^ <llRacH ■^R^ ^ W 3RI 

HfstJWlcP cf^ f^lf^ c[R^ it WJ ^ ^1 ^ f^P l EIH 3ff^ stR 

10 ett^, 2006 Efir ^CT?frf?ici ftTEiT w cnf^ ^rqEfsTli ci5t cznf^ ct^ Rw i R ' ct f^ ^ 
^ afiR iraREf^ e^ •>% atdv^iilvjn Etr?!^ ^ EtiRa-jt cr^tt 

3Tir%T fEf>7IT E3TT ^1 

3. ?et fcTl^qTff C^ argqtcH if IRtREtif ETETT i1<flqx) HWcTEP! JRT EtE^rfR ii 

arcRHEftESR EfRRf Ef) fEt^T# atl^R tR ^TER ESfl^ f | ERTtlir, WlfStEfRUI 

it ffe 1!t>EIT t ^?TtET if 1WRET: aiRfR er STERETEft^ EfRR cfRif cR 

HERR t 3ftE Et 4ft gEsq EnH Ejq> <ft(^1u-SE atajEfT fftEftEt Efft eft EEflft 

f I 5EtEft ETrsT-Etm, aiclE'H'MlvjR EfRTft ?EETiaR EfRft eft ift ^ 

^ Rt fftcREftf Eft ETtar ERif gRtif, er ^ fcRRTg 

gRTft Eft 1^ER afk ?TEit if ERlfaR atlR ^ gJRR eJ^ ^ EStrft E?Eft 11 

Eft TfPT^ if, EfTift-ERft afciEEt'EJlvjR gRR HRt Ef^ Eft fcR araigr 4ft aifliEp 

argf^iEff Eft 1^ ^ f i 

4. HtfSigRR if f^gfg, 15 f^,HRE, 2008 Efft Emft '5RnER aftE Eftget ilgTaff "ft 

EfEffStET atERETEftEjR HE tRRRf-ggf" gprgE ERrq^-g^ if gR^ft gft gjiR 

EfRft gft 3ig% ^ ggft er I aitem errrep grtSigRR Eft Enar 

fg EfRRf Eft gTER fftR Egfif gft aralir gft ggiif ^ gar if 11 fcHfera 

fjqf&rqf eft Ejag 06 EPEgft, 2009 gft EftRfgEfETT ft ft ^ftERT FRET WElf eft 

Nxg Gete”?-:- _^- 


f 
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aTTETR ER HTfSrcfRR ^R t aRR^RTRRf cfRP^f cilfeel EfR^ 

crrRcf; aTTEjR tR ^ ^ 1 ^ so ^ ^ 3Tcif?r 

c^iRgd l%t; uTT^ cTT^ ciif^cti ciRT^ ^ cT^ 31 '^cii^ cl^ Ulki cfR^ ^ 

I 3?cf1^ cf>r ciRT^ ^ ^si It iTeftiff cI^ sttetr 

3iai^ CT^ 3TmR IR yttf^cl 'HoDct^R cpt ^tlftel cfR^ ^ fcFRTT W 


5. i5Tf§raRR iT ^ t W'ttwch)' ^rt ^ stViwitY'ir^ 

^ ii ^ I cKJOT?, ^^RRIR (iRTRR sfk 3T?R#YrOH 

Yrf^if, 2004 (2004 EfJT IS) ^ RhI< 1> 17 itM, 2009 ^ ^ ^ff?ftERT f%7IT 'W 
f^RTc^ St^jeR, ^ <f5RrT tRTRcpf sfk '^Pfii^sfr ^ ^5?R^Tfi|?cr ^ ^ ^ 

CJRR PltMlf^d cfR^ vjyvfd ^ <Mt eY fctcRcfjf cfTt #T ^1 

eni^'Sq, ^ ^sr if yiTM-iRi jr^ ^tn iff cjcfriRt fcrf^m ^ 

Sfrf^ f^RIT IRIT 11 

6. elldffcp, ■qSTRRlYfsfcT StfEjYYjit, 1997 ^ SJRI 12 31^ 5TTf6fcfRR c|^ 

nra t cTg: Yith j^mrsTf Yr wit t#, Pr ift, fcRff Pif^ 

STrRWfrvJH cfRR fcR i-fyi yc;idi Rt vjii^ yic^ Hlfi'd Si^IeT 5^ 
ER TjfcRfecT tRTRt-iRI if TRif ^ aft | qRETRTfff .cPT iIcT an ^ 
TJTTRfTT^ ycjM cfR^ fcfT[ 15 ^ 30 Rd 7f5t Siylaf Rff ull'll I 

mnet IR TINEJlYKl^icb I^TtR TfR^ R, TTrfSmRR if fiRfn f?RTT t f% 
'jiid4>ifl/fYRi’n Tfft TRT|TT nR^ fct^ 'ddd—"iifdi n>f, stici^ny>d! nn 
dirf>l[Yl4)dl 7^ snatR, ^ nttwiff/fctcRR WTFf ti'O.y'Ji if RR'x; f^RIT 
RRI 

7 . TTTftfcfRR it WRTnf^fct WRt-iR if HTfStTIRR TTTaT SfdRRffOm 

fctcRRf cfTt ^ifFT ^ fcR stnfSr ir iff imf nff f | shr nfr 
stTtfgr eY IYitj ftntf&RTf ^ 3 ^ 5 nnf nff araf^ eY ^ nff aff i tpTrenwf ^ 

OTd f^yir&mf stmR r dart RPih %nT trarnaff ^ ?t%ct nn 

arfcf)^ cfif fcRtTR WT fiRtR ctRft |ti yi(5|ch>!oi ctn nd t 1% ^ 9iRaci 
ffRTT WTT, nrfeR TJtlif 7|5t ctT^ ^ TfR cf^ nff aTctf^r 7^ StaM 

TfRR cfff Clff 3tcf|?f nff dH l ffd W, nit Ift Ttm if R3T WR sffT, cR^TTR, 

^ TRiYtR ^ fcrfiRFTf if WgcRT TRlfSRI fcR iR t I 

8. f=T r^n nf nff nr; i^wt^ ataifn n^str^^fRT ydidcrff cian ant^r^Wf 
YfcfT yci i dis ff Rf TRTTWf ^ WT wY aidRfaftTJPT afRT^ nff nrf&nRR gfr qif^cp 
aiiaiR IR nFR cfR^ if waf eHFt 7^ fcR iff ^T#f&7T RW W 11 
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TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA 
NOTIFICATION 


New Delhi, the 18th March, 2009 
The Register of Interconnect Agreements 
(Broadcasting and Cable Services) (Fourth Amendment) Regulations, 2009 

(5 of 2009) 


F No 6-4/2009-B&CS. —In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 36, read 
with sut«iaus^s(iv), (vii)and (viii) of clause (b) of sub-section (1) of Section 11 ofthe Telecom 

Regulatory Authority oflndiaAct, 1997 (24of 1997),read with notification of the Government 

of India, in the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (Department of 
Telecommunication) No. 39,— 


(a) issued, in exercise ofthe powers conferred upon the Central Government under clause 
(d) of sub-section (1) of Section 11 and proviso to clause (k) of sub-section (1) of 
Section 2 of the said Act, and 


(b) published under notification No. S.0.44(E) and 45(E) dated the 9th January, 2004 in 
the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part III, Section 4, 


the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India hereby makes the following regulations to 
further amend the Register of Interconnect Agreements (Broadcasting and Cable 
Services) Regulations, 2004 (15 of2004), namely : 

1. (1) These regulations may be called the Register of Interconnect Agreements 


(Broadcasting and Cable Services) (Fourth Amendment) Regulations, 2009. 


(2) They shall come into force with effect from the date of their publication in the 
Official Gazette. 

2. In regulation 2 of the Register of Interconnect Agreements (Broadcasting and Cable 
Services) Regulation, 2004, (hereinafter referred to as the principal regulations), 

(a) after the clause numbered as "ix.", the following clause shall be inserted, namely:- 
"(ix-a.) "distributor of TV channels" means any person including an individual, group 
of persons, public or body corporate, firm or any organisation or body re-transmitting 
TV channels through electromagnetic waves through cable or through space intended to 
be received by general public directly or indirectly and such person may include, but is 
not limited to, a cable operator, direct to home operator, multi system operator, head 
ends in the sky operator and a service provider offering Internet Protocol television 

service;"; 

(b) in the clause numbered as "xi.", for the words " “head ends in the sky operator” 
means " , the words " "head ends in the sky operator" or "HITS operator" means shall 


be substituted; 
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(c) after the clause numbered as "xiii.", the following clause shall be inserted, namely 
"(xiii-a.) ''Internet Protocol television service" or "IPTV service" means delivery of 
multi channel television programmes in addressable mode by using Internet Protocol 
over a closed network of one or more service providers;". 

3. In regulation 5 of the principal regulations,- 

(a) for sub-clause (3) of clause (b), the following sub-clause shall be substituted, namely 

"(3) Annual Reporting. The reporting of interconnection agreements shall be done 

on or before the 31st day of Julv of each year for all interconnection agreements 

including modifications or amendments made therein, which remained valid as on the 

30th day of June of that year or during a part of the period from 1st July of the 
previous year till the 30th day of June of that year, as the case may be, or as may be 

specified by the Authority from time to time in terms of the second proviso to 

regulation 6: 

Provided that the Authority may, without prejudice to its powers under section 12 of the 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997 (24 of 1997), at any time, call for the 

details of an)" interconnect agreement from any broadcaster, and such broadcaster shall 

furnish such details within such time limit as may be specified by the Authority in the 

communication callirw for such details.", 

»_> 


4. In regulation 5-A of the principal regulations, — 

(a) in the heading, for the words and brackets "Direct to Home (DTH) operators", the 
words and brackets "Direct to Home (DTH) operators, HITS operators and IPTV 
service providers" shall be substituted; 

(b) in clause (a), for the words "All direct to home operators", the words "All direct to 
home operators, HITS operators and IPTV service providers" shall be substituted; 

(c) in clause (b), for sub-clauses (2) and (3), the following sub-clauses shall be substituted, 
namely:- 
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"(2) First Reporting for new DTH operators and for HITS operators and IFTV 
service providers. The first reporting of interconnection agreements shall be done 

(i) within thirty days from the signing of the interconnect agreements in the 
case of DTH operators; and 

(ii) within thirty days from the signing of the interconnect agreements or the 
31st day of July, 2009, whichever is later, in the case of HITS operators and 
IPTV service providers. 

(3) Annual Reporting. The reporting of interconnection agreements shall be done on 
or before the 31st day of July of each year for all interconnection agreements including 
modifications or amendments made therein, which remained valid as on the 30th day of 
June of that year or during a part of the period from 1st July of the previous year till the 
30th day of Jime of that year, as the case may be, or as may be specified by the Authority 
from time to time in terms of the second proviso to regulation 6A: 

Provided that tiie Authority may, without prejudice to its powers under section 12 of the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997 (24 of 1997), at any time, call for the 
details of any interconnect agreement from any direct to home operator, HU S operator or 
IPTV service provider, and such direct to home operator, HITS operator oi IPTV service 
provider, as the case may be, shall furnish such details within such time limit as may be 
specified by the Authority in the communication calling for such details.", 

5. In clause (a) of regulation 6 of the principal regulations, after the words "in 
duplicate", the following words shall be inserted, namely 
"and also containing- 

(i) a certificate to the effect that the provisions of sub-regulation 4A.4 of regulation 4A of 
the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable Services) Interconnection Regulation 
2004 (13 of 2004) have been complied with in respect of all interconnect agreements 
included in Part B; 

(ii) a certificate to the effect that all the interconnect agreements or the modifications or 
amendments to the interconnect agreements, as the case may be, included in Part B, are 
compliant with all regulations. Orders and Directions made or issued by the Authority 

6rre?-3, 
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under the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997 (24 of 1997) and that they do 
not contravene the provisions contained in any such regulation. Order or Direction". 

6. In regulation 6A of tlie principal regulations, for the words "The direct to home 
operator", the words " Every direct to home operator, HITS operator and IPTV service 
provider" shall be substituted. 

7. In regulation 7 of the principal regulations, the following proviso shall be inserted, 
namely:- 

” Provided that the provisions of this regulation shall not apply to an interconnection 
agreement entered in the register- 

(i) in respect of which a period of three years has expired from the date of reporting 
of such agreement, or 

(ii) in respect of which the period of validity as specified in the agreement has 

expired, 

whichever is later." 

N. PARAMESWARAN, Principal Advisor 
[ADVTII i/4/142/2008-Ext>'.] 

Note 1.— The principal regulations were published vide notification no. 5-29/2004- 
B&CS dated 31^‘ December, 2004 and subsequently amended vide notifications no. 6- 
6/2005-B&CS dated March, 2005, no. 6-20/2005-B&CS dated 02"^ December, ,2005 
and no. 6-1/2006-B&CS dated 10^*1 March, 2006. 


Note 2.— The Explanatory Memorandum explains the objects and reasons of the 
Register of Interconnect Agreements (Broadcasting and Cable Services) (Fourth 
Amendment) Regulations, 2009. 


Annexure 


Explanatory Memorandum 

1. As per sub-clauses (vii) & (viii) of clause (b) of sub-section (1) of Section 11 of the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India is required to maintain a register of interconnect agreements and to keep such 
register open for inspection, subject to confidentiality requirements, to any member of 
public on payment of such fee and compliance of such other requirement as may be 
provided in the regulations. 




: aroiwi 


II 


[MFTIII—■SP^4] 


2. TRAI issued regulations on December 31, 2004 for filing and registration of 
interconnect agreements entered into by broadcasters with service providers under 
different platforms. The Regulation was amended on March 04, 2005 to bring it in line 
with the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Access to Information) Regulation, 
2005. The Regulation was again amended on December 02, 2005 to enable the Authority 
to specify the procedure for filing of data, formats for filing and other, procedural issues 
through a simplified process instead of amending the regulation.. The Regulation was last 
amended on March 10, 2006 to expand the scope of provisions to require the DTH 
operators also to file their Intercoimect agreements. 

3. The details of interconnect agreements are at present filed quarterly by the 
broadcasters and DTH operators in compliance with these regulations. However, the 
Authority noted that the Industry practice is largely to sign Interconnection Agreements 
on annual basis, mainly for a calendar year or for the financial year. At the same time, the 
process of signing of interconnection agreements continues throughout the year on 
account of agreements with new distributors of TV channels, launch of new channels/ 
bouquets, amendments in terms and conditions of existing agreements etc. In case of 
DTH, the Interconnection agreements are sometimes for five years or for even longer 
durations. 

4. The Authority discussed the issue of periodicity of filing the agreements in the 

consultation paper titled "Consultation paper on Interconnection Issues relating to 
broadcasting & Cable Services" issued on December 15, 2008. A majority of stakeholders 
are in favour enlarging the periodicity of filing these agreements with the Authority. 
Based on the analysis of the written comments received, and open house held at Kolkata 
on February 06, 2009, the Authorty has come to the conclusion that the filing of the 
interconnection agreements should be on annual basis. The Authority^ has decided to 
receive annual filing for period l^t July to 30*^ Jime by 31®* July of every year. The period is 
chosen to cover the industry practices of agreements on calendar year basis or financial 
year basis. 

5. The Authority has also decided diat all the interconnection agreements should be in 
written form by the broadcasters. Accordingly, a provision has been made by an 
amendment dated March 17, 2009 to the Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable 
Services) Interconnection Regulation 2004 (13 of 2004) whereby it is the responsibility of 
the broadcasters and iVBOs to hand over such written agreements after execution to the 
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distributor of TV channels. Correspondingly, a provision of submitting a certificate in this 
regard has also been incorporated in the present regulation. 

6. Though the Authority is empowered under Section 12 of the TRAI Act, 1997 as 
amended to call for information from the Service providers, the issue of notice period to 
be given to a service provider for any specific interconnection agreement was discussed in 
above mentioned consultation paper. The stakeholders were of the view of having 15 to 30 
days notice period for furnishing such information. Upon careful consideration of the 
issue, the Authority has decided that the time frame for submission of such 
information/details may be specified in the comnaunication calling for such 
in formation/detail, based upon the need and urgency. 

7. The Authority has also discussed the period for retention of the details of 
interconnection filing with the Authority in the above mentioned consultation paper. The 
conunents for retention period varied from 3 to 5 years. Based on the inputs from the 
stakeholders and considering large volume of data being filed by various service 
providers, the Autliority is of the view that these filings may be kept for a period of three 
years from the date of their filing or till the expiry of the validity period of the agreement, 
wliichever is later and accordingly the regulations have been suitably amended for this 
purpose, 

8. These regulations have also been amended to enable the new platform such as HITS 
operators and IPTV service providers to file their interconnection agreements with the 
broadcasters on aianual basis to the Authority. 


Printed by the Majiager, Ciovt. of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-1 10064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Dclhi-l 100.54. 




